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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
As our communities navigate today’s uncharted waters, we’ve created 
this resource to support you and your student(s) for continued 
learning at home. On the back of this letter you will find a 3-week 
daily calendar of routines to keep your student(s) engaged and 
interacting with their student books – Texts for Close Reading. 
Once the 3-week unit is complete, student(s) should repeat the same 
routines for the next unit’s Texts for Close Reading book.

Wishing you safety and good health.      

Benchmark Education 

Estimado Padre/Tutor:
Mientras nuestras comunidades navegan hoy en aguas desconocidas, 
hemos creado este recurso para apoyarlo a usted y a sus estudiantes 
para continuar aprendiendo en el hogar. En el otro lado de esta 
página encontrará un calendario con 3 semanas de rutinas diarias 
para mantener a su estudiante(s) involucrado e interactuando con sus 
libros de Textos para lectura atenta. Una vez las 3 semanas han sido 
completadas, los estudiantes pueden repetir las mismas rutinas para la 
próxima unidad de los Textos para lectura atenta.

Deseándoles buena salud y seguridad,

Benchmark Education 

Grades 2–5
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Androcles and  
the Lion

1.  Androcles puts the lion’s well-being before his need for 
survival. In return, the lion puts Androcles’s well-being 
before its need for survival. What do these events suggest 
about the need to survive?

2.  What causes the emperor to pardon Androcles and free 
the lion?

 
Short Read 2: 
Brushfire!

3.  Consider Ed’s and Meg’s feelings. What do they have in 
common? How do they differ?

4.  Ed tells Meg, “Oh, please. You’re such a drama queen.” 
What does Ed mean? What can you infer about his tone 
from this line of dialogue?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Law of Club 
and Fang

5.  From whose point of view is this story told?

6.  The narrator states, “So that was the way. No fair play. 
Once down, that was the end of you.” How does this 
statement reveal what was at stake in the fight between 
Curly and the husky dog?

7.  Reread paragraph 10. What does the word 
“ignominiously” mean? Use context clues to figure out 
the meaning of this word.

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Julie Fights for 
Survival

8.  Why does Julie consider her needles, ulo, and boots to be 
“more wonderful…than airplanes, ocean liners, and great 
white bridges”?

9.  What did Julie learn about survival from the wolves and 
the old Eskimos?

10.  Reread “The Law of Club and Fang.” How do Buck and 
Julie experience the cold, frigid climate in which they 
find themselves?

Unit 6: Up Against the Wild

Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Yankee Doodle 
Boy

1.  How does the raising of the American flag make Joseph 
Plumb Martin feel?

2.  Describe the Americans’ surprise attack on the British.

 
Short Read 2:  
Road to 
Revolution

3.  Why were the colonists angry with the British 
government?

4.  Review the time line. What events occurred between 
the time when Washington wrote his letter and the time 
when Henry made his speech? How might these events 
have influenced Henry’s speech?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Nation at War

5.  Reread the two letter excerpts on page 13. What is the 
main idea of both soldiers’ letters? What details in each 
letter support the main idea?

6.  Reread “Road to Revolution.” Compare and contrast the 
causes of the Revolutionary War and the Civil War.

7.  Look at Mathew Brady’s photographs on pages 16–17. 
How do these images support the idea that war has 
devastating effects?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
The Youth in 
Battle

8.  How do the youth’s feelings change as the enemy troops 
get closer?

9.  Cite an example of figurative language, and explain what 
it means.

10.  What does the word “querulous” mean? Cite evidence 
from the text to support your answer.

Grade 5 • Unit 7 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Unit 7: Conflicts That Shaped a Nation



Ch
ec

k 
of

f e
ac

h 
ac

tiv
ity

 a
s 

yo
u 

co
m

pl
et

e 
it.

 

Na
me

: _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Un
it 

7:
 C

on
fli

ct
s 

Th
at

 S
ha

pe
d 

a 
Na

tio
n

D
a
ily

 T
a
k
e
-H

o
m

e
 A

ct
iv

it
y 

C
a

le
n

d
a

r
M
o
nd

a
y

Tu
es
d
a
y

W
ed

ne
sd

a
y

Th
ur
sd

a
y

Fr
id
a
y

Week 1

Ya
nk

ee
 D

oo
dl

e 
Bo

y 
pp

. 4
–5

 
Ya

nk
ee

 D
oo

dl
e 

Bo
y 

pp
. 4

–5
 

Ro
ad

 to
 R

ev
ol

ut
io

n 
pp

. 6
–7

 
Ro

ad
 to

 R
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

pp
. 8

–9
De

bo
ra

h 
Sa

m
ps

on
, 

Re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

 S
ol

di
er

 
p.

 10
• R

ea
d 

al
ou

d 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
, 

al
te

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 th
en

 u
se

 a
 p

rin
t o

r 
on

lin
e 

di
cti

on
ar

y 
to

 lo
ok

 u
p 

th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

 
of

 a
ny

 u
nk

no
wn

 vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 w

or
ds

.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
go

 o
nl

in
e 

or
 to

 y
ou

r l
oc

al
 li

br
ar

y 
to

 
lo

ok
 a

t a
 m

ap
 o

f t
he

 B
at

tle
 o

f Y
or

kt
ow

n,
 

17
81

.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

, a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
. 

• E
nc

ou
ra

ge
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 d

ra
w 

illu
str

at
io

ns
 

or
 fi

nd
 im

ag
es

 o
nl

in
e 

to
 il

lu
str

at
e 

ite
m

s 
on

 th
e 

tim
e 

lin
e.

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• D
o 

a 
dr

am
at

ic 
re

ad
in

g 
of

 W
as

hi
ng

to
n’

s a
nd

 
He

nr
y’s

 sp
ee

ch
es

. 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 w
er

e 
th

e 
sp

ee
ch

es
 a

lik
e?

 H
ow

 
we

re
 th

ey
 d

iff
er

en
t?

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
go

 o
nl

in
e 

or
 to

 y
ou

r l
oc

al
 li

br
ar

y 
to

 
le

ar
n 

m
or

e 
ab

ou
t w

om
en

 w
ho

 se
rv

e 
in

 
th

e 
U.

S.
 m

ilit
ar

y. 

Week 2

Th
e 

Na
tio

n 
at

 W
ar

 
pp

. 1
2–

13
Th

e 
Na

tio
n 

at
 W

ar
 

pp
. 1

4–
15

Th
e 

Na
tio

n 
at

 W
ar

 
pp

. 1
6–

17
Th

e 
Na

tio
n 

at
 W

ar
 

pp
. 1

8–
19

Tw
o 

Le
tte

rs
 fr

om
  

Bo
st

on
, M

as
sa

ch
us

et
ts

— 
17

75
 p

. 2
0

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

, a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
. 

• A
fte

r r
ea

di
ng

 th
e 

fir
sth

an
d 

ac
co

un
ts 

on
 p

ag
e 

13
, w

rit
e 

a 
sh

or
t p

oe
m

 
to

ge
th

er
, r

es
po

nd
in

g 
to

 th
es

e 
so

ld
ie

rs
’ 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• S
ea

rc
h 

yo
ur

 lo
ca

l l
ib

ra
ry

 o
r o

nl
in

e 
to

 
fin

d 
a 

m
ap

 o
f t

he
 b

at
tle

s o
f t

he
 A

m
er

ica
n 

Re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 

• L
ea

rn
 m

or
e 

ab
ou

t b
at

tle
s n

ea
r w

he
re

 
yo

u 
liv

e 
or

 in
 p

la
ce

s w
he

re
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 
lik

e 
to

 vi
sit

.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• D
o 

a 
dr

am
at

ic 
re

ad
in

g 
of

 th
e 

Ge
tty

sb
ur

g 
Ad

dr
es

s. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t w
as

 L
in

co
ln

 sa
yin

g 
in

 th
is 

hi
sto

ric
 sp

ee
ch

?

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• U
se

 a
 p

rin
t o

r o
nl

in
e 

ne
ws

pa
pe

r t
o 

le
ar

n 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t c
ur

re
nt

 w
ar

s a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

gl
ob

e.

• H
av

e 
yo

u 
an

d 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 e

ac
h 

re
ad

 
al

ou
d 

a 
le

tte
r f

ro
m

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
di

sc
us

s t
he

 ty
pe

s o
f h

ar
ds

hi
ps

 th
at

 
ar

e 
en

du
re

d 
du

rin
g 

wa
r.

Week 3

Th
e 

Yo
ut

h 
in

 B
at

tle
pp

. 2
2–

26
Th

e 
Yo

ut
h 

in
 B

at
tle

pp
. 2

2–
26

Th
e 

Yo
ut

h 
in

 B
at

tle
pp

. 2
7–

29
Th

e 
Yo

ut
h 

in
 B

at
tle

pp
. 2

2–
29

Th
e 

Yo
ut

h 
in

 B
at

tle
pp

. 2
2–

29

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

fiv
e 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

ex
ce

rp
t t

og
et

he
r, 

al
te

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t i
s b

ei
ng

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 in

 th
is 

sc
en

e?
 

• R
ev

ie
w 

th
e 

te
xt.

 

• P
oi

nt
 to

 th
e 

wo
rd

 a
m

pu
ta

te
d 

on
 p

ag
e 

26
. A

sk
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 fi

nd
 cl

ue
s t

o 
wh

at
 

th
e 

wo
rd

 m
ea

ns
 in

 th
is 

in
sta

nc
e.

 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 is
 it

 d
iff

er
en

t f
ro

m
 o

th
er

 u
se

s 
of

 th
e 

wo
rd

? H
ow

 is
 it

 si
m

ila
r?

 W
hy

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

e 
au

th
or

 ch
os

e 
th

is 
wo

rd
 fo

r 
th

is 
sc

en
e?

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
ex

ce
rp

t t
og

et
he

r, 
al

te
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

. 

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 a

cti
on

s a
nd

 m
oo

d 
of

 th
e 

sc
en

e.
 

• T
he

n 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

yo
ur

 ch
ild

 to
 d

ra
w 

a 
pi

ctu
re

 to
 il

lu
str

at
e 

th
e 

sc
en

e.

• A
sk

: W
ha

t i
m

ag
er

y 
do

es
 th

e 
au

th
or

 u
se

? 

• W
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
 to

 fi
nd

 fi
gu

re
s o

f 
sp

ee
ch

 su
ch

 a
s s

im
ile

s a
nd

 m
et

ap
ho

rs
 

(c
om

pa
ris

on
s)

 th
at

 e
nh

an
ce

 th
e 

im
ag

er
y 

in
 th

e 
te

xt.

• L
ea

rn
 m

or
e 

ab
ou

t t
he

 li
fe

 a
nd

 w
or

k 
of

 
St

ep
he

n 
Cr

an
e.

 

• G
o 

on
lin

e 
or

 to
 y

ou
r l

oc
al

 li
br

ar
y 

to
 re

ad
 

Th
e 

Re
d 

Ba
dg

e 
of

 C
ou

ra
ge

 to
ge

th
er

.



Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
The Water Famine

1.  According to the Penobscot Indians, why do bullfrogs 
have broken backs?

2.  Reread paragraph 2. Cite an example of figurative 
language, and explain what it describes.

 
Short Read 2:  
Water-Wise 
Landscaper

3.  Michelle designs gardens in ways that use as little 
water as possible. What evidence does Michelle 
provide in her interview that explains why she designs 
gardens this way?

4.  What changes does Michelle recommend to make 
landscapes water-efficient?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Pagoda on 
the Hill of the 
Imperial Springs

5.  What additional information does the flashback scene 
provide? Why is this flashback necessary to the story?

6.  Compare the Prince in this story with Gluskabe in 
“The Water Famine.” How are they similar in terms of 
their approach to their situations?

7.  What source of water does this legend explain? How is 
this source important to the setting?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Questions and 
Answers About 
the Oceans

8.  The author states that the ocean’s absorption of extra 
energy would lead to warmer temperatures and would 
harm or kill ocean life. What evidence does the author 
give to support this claim?

9.  What does the word “turbulence” mean? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.

10.  Review the diagrams and captions on pages 23 and 27. 
Based on these features, what can you infer about the 
ocean’s role?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
The Founding of 
Chicago

1.  What is the main idea of each section? What is the main 
idea of the text as a whole?

2.  Reread paragraphs 2–3. What can you infer about the 
Native American tribes in this area?

 
Short Read 2: 
Chicago: An 
American Hub

3.  By 1900, Chicago had become the second-largest city in 
America. What events led to the significant increase in 
Chicago’s population?

4.  What did the people of Chicago want to prove with the 
World’s Columbian Exposition?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Great 
Migration and the 
Growth of Cities

5.  Reread the letter excerpt on page 15. How does this letter 
increase your understanding of the challenges African 
Americans faced in the South?

6.  Review the illustration on page 13, the advertisement on 
page 16, and the graph on page 17. What main idea do 
these graphic features all support?

7.  What challenges did African American migrants 
experience in the North, and how did they try to 
overcome these challenges?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Old Cities 
Revitalize

8.  What impact did war have on the economy in Lowell, 
Baltimore, and Pittsburgh?

9.  What does the word “burgeoning” mean? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.

10.  The word “revitalize” means “to give new life to 
something.” How did each city revitalize its livelihood 
and population, and how different are these solutions?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
John Dalton: 
Father of the 
Atomic Theory

1.  The author states that Dalton worked hard and had a 
persistent focus. What evidence from the text supports 
this statement?

2.  What is the main idea of this informational text?

 
Short Read 2:  
Matter Is 
Everywhere!

3.  Review the sidebar on page 7. How does this 
illustration help you understand particle movement for 
each type of matter?

4.  Why is folding a piece of paper into an origami crane 
an example of a physical change?

 
Extended Read 1: 
Investigate: 
Changes in Matter

5.  Look at the diagram on page 13. How is chewing a 
piece of food an example of a physical change? How 
is saliva breaking down the food an example of a 
chemical change?

6.  Review the photographs of the salad and the recycling 
bin on pages 14 and 16. What physical changes have 
taken place for these to become mixtures? How can 
you prove this?

7.  Why is energy needed for chemical changes to occur?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Marie M. Daly: 
Biochemistry 
Pioneer 

8.  Reread “John Dalton: Father of the Atomic Theory.” 
How did Dalton’s and Daly’s work advance people’s 
understanding of matter?

9.  Summarize what Daly discovered in her research about 
the chemical reactions that take place during digestion.

10.  What chemical changes happen in our bodies when we 
consume extra cholesterol?

Unit 10: Transforming Matter
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e 
at

om
 h

as
 ch

an
ge

d,
 

an
d 

co
nt

in
ue

s t
o 

ch
an

ge
, o

ve
r t

im
e.

 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 d
oe

s o
ur

 u
nd

er
sta

nd
in

g 
of

 
at

om
s c

on
tin

ue
 to

 g
ro

w?

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

.

• T
he

n 
fin

d 
as

 m
an

y 
irr

eg
ul

ar
 p

lu
ra

ls 
in

 
th

e 
te

xt 
as

 y
ou

 ca
n.

 

Week 2

In
ve

st
ig

at
e:

 C
ha

ng
es

 in
 

M
at

te
r p

p.
 12

–1
3

In
ve

st
ig

at
e:

 C
ha

ng
es

 in
 

M
at

te
r p

p.
 14

–1
5

In
ve

st
ig

at
e:

 C
ha

ng
es

 in
 

M
at

te
r p

p.
 16

–1
7

In
ve

st
ig

at
e:

 C
ha

ng
es

 in
 

M
at

te
r p

p.
 18

–1
9

M
y 

Da
d 

th
e 

St
re

et
 C

he
f 

p.
 2

0

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• T
he

n 
m

ak
e 

a 
lis

t o
f a

ll 
of

 th
e 

ph
ys

ica
l 

ch
an

ge
s y

ou
 h

av
e 

m
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

la
st 

tw
o 

ho
ur

s.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• T
he

n 
ob

se
rv

e 
a 

ph
ys

ica
l c

ha
ng

e 
of

 st
at

e 
by

 m
el

tin
g 

an
 ic

e 
cu

be
. 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 d
id

 th
e 

ice
 cu

be
 m

el
t?

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• T
he

n 
lo

ok
 in

 y
ou

r r
ef

rig
er

at
or

 a
nd

 fi
nd

 a
s 

m
an

y 
m

ixt
ur

es
 a

nd
 so

lu
tio

ns
 a

s y
ou

 ca
n.

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• T
he

n 
ob

se
rv

e 
a 

ch
em

ica
l c

ha
ng

e 
by

 
fo

llo
wi

ng
 th

e 
ex

pe
rim

en
t a

nd
 m

ak
in

g 
Oo

bl
ec

k 
to

ge
th

er
.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
m

ak
e 

yo
ur

 ch
ild

’s 
fa

vo
rit

e 
re

cip
e 

to
ge

th
er

. A
fte

r a
ll,,

 co
ok

in
g 

is 
ch

em
ist

ry
!

Week 3

M
ar

ie
 M

. D
al

y:
 

Bi
oc

he
m

ist
ry

 P
io

ne
er

pp
. 2

2–
23

M
ar

ie
 M

. D
al

y:
 

Bi
oc

he
m

ist
ry

 P
io

ne
er

pp
. 2

4–
25

M
ar

ie
 M

. D
al

y:
 

Bi
oc

he
m

ist
ry

 P
io

ne
er

pp
. 2

6–
27

M
ar

ie
 M

. D
al

y:
 

Bi
oc

he
m

ist
ry

 P
io

ne
er

pp
. 2

8–
29

M
ar

ie
 M

. D
al

y:
 

Bi
oc

he
m

ist
ry

 P
io

ne
er

pp
. 2

2–
29

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

, a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
. 

• T
he

n 
m

ak
e 

a 
lis

t o
f s

om
e 

of
 th

e 
ch

em
ica

l 
re

ac
tio

ns
 th

at
 o

cc
ur

 in
 th

e 
hu

m
an

 b
od

y.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 e
ne

rg
y 

fro
m

 th
e 

su
n 

fin
ds

 it
s w

ay
 in

to
 th

e 
hu

m
an

 b
od

y.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• M
ak

e 
a 

lis
t o

f t
he

 fo
od

s y
ou

 a
nd

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 a

te
 to

da
y, 

th
en

 m
ak

e 
a 

lis
t o

f w
hi

ch
 

en
zy

m
es

 y
ou

r b
od

y 
m

ad
e 

to
 d

ig
es

t t
ho

se
 

fo
od

s.

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

Di
sc

us
s t

he
 im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 D

al
y’s

 re
se

ar
ch

. 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 a
re

 ch
em

ist
ry

 (t
he

 st
ud

y 
of

 
m

at
te

r)
 a

nd
 b

io
lo

gy
 (t

he
 st

ud
y 

of
 li

fe
) 

re
la

te
d?

• R
ea

d 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t c
ho

le
ste

ro
l a

nd
 h

ea
rt-

he
al

th
y 

di
et

s. 

• T
he

n 
wo

rk
 to

ge
th

er
 to

 p
la

n 
a 

m
ea

l t
ha

t 
is 

de
lic

io
us

 a
nd

 lo
w 

in
 ch

ol
es

te
ro

l.


